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from the Right and Centre, read to the Assembly the
declaration of the Council of Commissars concerning its
duties and conduct, and the terms upon which it would be
permitted to survive.

During scenes of great disorder, in which the Bolsheviks
sang the " Internationale " at the tops of their voices, a
vote was taken for the presidency of the Assembly. The
Social Revolutionaries of the Right put forward Victor
Chernov, Kerensky's former Minister of Agriculture, the
Bolsheviks nominated a member of their only allies, the
Social Revolutionaries of the Left, Maria Spiridonova, who
had lately been liberated from an incompleted fifteen-year
sentence in Siberia for the murder of the Governor of
Tambov. The voting showed that Chernov, a man with a
flat-nosed bespectacled face, almost beardless and with
prominent cheek-bones (whom Trotsky describes vividly,
if perhaps inaccurately, as " verbose, emotional, feeble,
coquettish, and, above all, sickening"),1 was elected by
a large majority.

Chernov in his opening speech attacked the Bolsheviks
for their failure to make good their promises both in regard
to external and internal affairs, and dwelt lovingly on what
democratic constitutional government would do for Russia.
Bukharin followed for the Bolsheviks, and then Tseretelli
for the Mensheviks, who denied the right of the Council of
Commissars to demand the ratification of their actions by
the Assembly as the price of its life and proposed a Social
Democrat programme which would make the Constituent
Assembly temporarily the highest power in the land.

Other anti-Bolshevik speakers followed Tseretelli, their
remarks being frequently punctuated and often drowned
by remarks shouted from the galleries, where a crowd of
soldiers, sailors, and workmen, admitted to the Tauride
Palace by the commander of the Red Guard, had taken
possession and were making merry. The pandemonium was
1 Trotsky, Lenin, p. 152.